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Farmers Open LinesOPEN LINES
by Stan Crees, Member Service Director

Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives, the brand “ID”
of the nation’s not-for-profit, consumer-owned
electric cooperatives, offers Touchstone Energy

Kids Zone (http://www.touchstoneenergykids.com)
featuring a spunky energy efficiency mascot, CFL
Charlie. The site is designed to teach children in
kindergarten through fifth grade how to be Super
Energy Savers in their homes. The Kids Zone also
includes interactive games, videos and surprises.

The web site is all about engagement. It’s a way
for parents to interact with children so the family can focus on energy
efficiency together; the site helps develop energy-efficient habits that
will last a lifetime. Through fun activities, students and their parents
learn about renewable energy, electrical safety and energy savings.

For example, LIGHTS OUT!, an online energy saving game in the
Kids Zone, challenges kids to speed through a virtual house, replacing
traditional incandescent light bulbs with energy efficient compact fluo-
rescent light bulbs (CFLs) and turning off lights and appliances as fast
as possible. The less energy a player uses by the time everything is off,
the better his score! Playing the LIGHTS OUT! game and taking kids
through a house with an energy efficiency checklist (also found in the
Kids Zone) are great ways to work together to get good habits started.
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Iowa’s Touchstone Energy®

Cooperatives make finding your
way around the fair easy by

sponsoring directional signage.
Farmers Electric Co-op is the place to

look for innovation, accountability,
integrity and commitment to community.

We’ll be looking for YOU at the fair!
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Manager’s Comments by Clarence Moshier Jr., General Manager

As you may have noticed,
things are heating up in
our nation’s capital; and

yes, it is the result of global warm-
ing, so to speak. The U.S. House is
considering overarching legislation
to curb greenhouse gas emissions
and slow the effects of climate
change. The American Clean
Energy and Security Act of 2009,

or Waxman-Markey climate change bill as it is often
referred to, is working its way through the legisla-
tive process and will impact everyone if approved.

The proposed legislation would impose a cap and
trade system of regulating greenhouse gas emis-
sions. In very simple terms, this bill would limit the
amount of carbon dioxide a source, such as a power
plant, is permitted to emit over a given time.
Allowances for emissions are then allocated and
auctioned off to allow entities to meet the limits
while using market forces to curb overall emissions.
The bottom line is that this additional regulation
will further drive up the cost of electricity for
everyone.

Least cost alternatives for new electric generation
will be replaced with more costly fuels, and the inclu-
sion of an auction to allocate emission allowances
will artificially drive up the price of energy produc-
tion. Electric cooperatives will be forced to compete
with large corporations and speculators to purchase
allowances through an unrestricted auction. All of
these additional costs will ultimately be paid by con-
sumers in the form of higher monthly electric bills.

You should know that your electric cooperative is
not sitting on the sidelines as Congress considers
such drastic measures. We are engaging in a full
campaign to urge our elected officials to find a
balanced solution to energy policy.

It starts with a recognition that we are already

doing our part to reduce greenhouse gas emissions,
improve energy efficiency and increase renewable
energy generation. Nearly 40 percent of the electric-
ity supplied by Central Iowa Power Cooperative
(CIPCO) is from carbon-free resources. We are also
leaders within the industry in offering innovative
energy efficiency programs to our members and
have recently added new wind energy to the genera-
tion portfolio.

In partnership with a number of electric coopera-
tives across the state and around the country, we
recently launched a campaign urging Congress to
Find A Balanced Solution. Through a series of
television, radio and print ads, our goal is to educate
our member consumers about the impacts of this
legislation and move them to action.

The ads point to Congress’ haste to fix climate
change by pushing a very complicated piece of
legislation through the House in a matter of weeks.
In its current form, the legislation would drive up
the cost of living for families by thousands of dollars
and force financial hardship on a number of busi-
nesses that are already struggling – putting thousands
of people out of work.

We believe Congress can and must find a balanced
solution to addressing climate change that provides
for a strong economy and a clean environment. Any
action by Congress must focus on technology devel-
opment to reduce carbon dioxide emissions and
make the timing of reductions more in line with
technology developments.

To learn more about the Find A Balanced Solution
campaign, visit www.FindABalancedSolution.com.
And, better yet, tell Congress your story. Let your
elected officials know how you will personally be
affected by increased energy prices.

In the meantime, we will continue to do what we
do best: doing everything we can to make sure you
have safe, reliable and affordable energy.
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The million-plus visitors to the Iowa State
Fair will be able to navigate the fairgrounds and
quickly check event time and locations thanks
to a project sponsored by Farmers Electric
Cooperative and the other Touchstone Energy
Cooperatives in Iowa.

The signs are in six locations, including three
entry gates and three additional internal sites, and
display a full-color map of the fairgrounds, six

interchangeable sections with the Iowa State Fair’s
schedule of events and a sponsor logo area
announcing the support of the service by the
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives of Iowa. The
eight-foot wide signs are permanent fixtures at the
fairgrounds and also display information during
the 200-plus interim events held year round.

Dates for the 2009 Iowa State Fair are Aug. 13-
23. The theme is “State Fair Time.”

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives to sponsor
directories at Iowa State Fair






